
�����������������	
��	��	
�
�
�

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 			 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 


 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

�

��������

����	 �

�

·  ��������������

���
 �

�

·   ��������!�

"#��$!��%��

�

·  ��%&���!�

�������'&(�

)��*����+��

���
 �

�

·  ���
�"����,��

)�!�������*�

�-��,� �

�

·  "#����.� �

�

·  �!�/�&�

0(�,!&%',�1�

�����&�%�

��,'���2�3�

����

����/����� �

�

·  "#����������

�&�,'���� �

�

�

�� �� �� �� �� 		 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �
���������	��
�����
���������
� �
�

Today we celebrate the birthday of our Fraternity!  

It was 107 years ago that our Founders, Joseph Settles, Owen Truitt, Roy Atkinson, Clarence Mayer and 
James McNutt gathered at a small frame boarding house on Locust Street in Bloomington, Illinois just a few 
blocks from the Illinois Wesleyan campus. That night, they met as five young friends determined to establish 
a new fraternity. The group they founded grew into a magnificent organization. Today, that organization 
touches the lives of hundreds of thousands of men with its unique principles of Charity, Esteem and Love.  
On January 10th each year, Tekes come together to celebrate that special night of so many years ago. In the 
early history of the Fraternity, it became a tradition that one of the Founders would prepare a special written 
Founders Day message to be shared with all chapters and alumni. After the passing of L.W. Tuesburg, our 
last National Founder, in 1968, this tradition was passed to the current Grand Prytanis. So, in the spirit of 
those extraordinary men, I share this message with you.  

Today, our Fraternity remains a leader. With more than 270 local chapters, more than 40 alumni associations 
and nearly 200,000 living alumni, we are stronger than ever. Across North America, we continue to offer an 
outstanding membership experience focused on friendship and personal growth.  

But, leadership is never easy. As in each preceding era, this generation of Tekes faces unique and difficult 
challenges. Today, on most campuses, our membership recruitment results are lagging. Too many of our 
members are not actively involved. Too many of our chapters fail to achieve excellence in academics, 
community service, and athletics.  

This generation of Teke leaders is challenged, as never before, to prove that our organization is a positive 
force for good in society. We are challenged to demonstrate that we add value to the lives of our member, 
both collegiate and alumni. And, we are challenged to make sure that our deeds match our words. The 
conduct of our members must match of our public statements, our rituals, and our Declaration of Principles.  

The torch has been passed to us. It is up to today’s TKE leaders to reach out and pursue excellence in 
Recruitment, Involvement and Achievement. How will we find our way? I believe one answer is to look to 
our past, to our roots, and to those men who contributed so much to build the Tau Kappa Epsilon we enjoy 
today.  

Winston Churchill once said "the further backward we look, the further forward we can see." As we grapple 
with the problems of today, I believe we can learn a great deal from the lives of our Founders. There are so 
many things they can teach us. Who were they? And, how are their lives relevant for Tekes today?  

The answer can be found in a single word; character. Our Founders and our National Founders were truly 
men of character. Their deeds matched their words. They walked their talk.  
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They said that TKE should be a “Fraternity for Life” and, to a man, they stayed actively involved as 
volunteers and contributors for a lifetime. They said that TKE should be an inclusive Fraternity that selects 
its members for their personal merit rather than wealth or social rank. Just a year after the Founding, in 1900, 
they recruited our first ethnic minority member. They said that TKE should be based on principles of true 
friendship and, throughout their lives, never failed to treat one another with deep care and respect.  

Who were they? Joseph Settles and Clarence Mayer became ministers and spent their lives committed to 
teaching spiritual values. Owen Truitt became a missionary and traveled to Burma with his wife and family 
to serve the poor and hungry. Roy Atkinson became an accomplished musician and community volunteer. 
James McNutt became a physician and practiced family medicine in the Bloomington area for more than fifty 
years. Most had a keen sense of humor, but they were also men of purpose. Each spent his life serving others.  

Our Founders established Tau Kappa Epsilon as a place where a young man can learn vital interpersonal 
skills. They created a Fraternity that recruits men of character. "Above all else, this fraternity stands for 
men… We deem sterling character and staunch uprightness to be the necessary qualifications to membership 
in this fraternity. All else, though desirable, is secondary to these."  

It is interesting that Wilson chose the word “sterling” to qualify the word “character.” Sterling refers to the 
British pound sterling as a standard of purity. “Character” refers to ethical or moral excellence. Staunch 
means “strongly built”. “Upright” implies a painstaking commitment to follow the dictates of one's 
conscience. Our Founders were all of these things.  

In their lives, they practiced friendliness, self-discipline, accountability, honesty and self-respect. They were 
good citizens, kind and compassionate to others. They practiced the Golden Rule. They exhibited patience, 
tolerance and fundamental courtesy. In short, they were men who did their best to live our TKE principles of 
Charity, Esteem and Love.  

Today, most of the problems we face could be solved by refocusing on these simple guiding principles. 
There are very few local chapter problems that could not be solved by adding 10 new men of character 
during our next membership recruitment effort. A good chapter ritual can go a long way to remind us of our 
obligation to remain involved, contributing our time, talent and treasure for a lifetime. And, by dreaming and 
planning together, as our Founders dreamed and planned, we can achieve competitive excellence.  

So, as we celebrate, think about the five men who created the awesome heritage we enjoy today. Let us 
recommit ourselves to be men of sterling character and staunch uprightness.  

As we do so, we will inspire our fellow fraters and will strengthen each local chapter. In the process, we will 
strengthen our Fraternity as a whole. Every member of Tau Kappa Epsilon today can be deeply grateful for 
those extraordinary individuals who founded this organization. Their lives point the way, showing us how we 
can make TKE better tomorrow than it is today.  

Happy Birthday Fraters, and Happy Founders Day! 
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