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���������+������#����!�%*% !� ������.�%(�� ���(���� ������*�����#�������,�+�%�
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� 5�%# $(��#��.�**�(��$%�.����+ )��*� �������# ��� � �����*����������!��(� �+���������
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)���%�.�����(� �#%��*#� �#�� ��� �!� �� * �� 
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Thursday evening rolls in with a burst of phone calls. Meeting places are quickly planned. Bar, 
Side Street, Polyesters, Humphrey’s, Val’s or some obscure club are the evening’s debate. Iron 
clothes, jump in the shower, dry off and make some follow up calls.  Coordinate the travel 
itinerary and the ATM run. Soon, we are on the way. A crowd forms outside the agreed 
meeting place, half are friends and brothers and the others are envious zealots. The night 
begins with a bang. A shot of tequila, Jack Daniels, and for the weak stomach among us a sip 
of some watered down drink.  
 
 The music starts to pick up, 8 drinks later the muscles and mind starts to loosen. A 
group of beauties fill the floor as we slowly follow and encroach their space. Eye contact, a 
quick glance up and down and the arms and legs start to magically flail. Three hours of mind 
ringing techno, the clothes are soaked and the knees are weakening. Twelve thirty rolls around 
and the shots are starting to take hold. The group of hotties and others are invited to our after 
hours.  
 
 We roll up to the house and the driveway is already starting to fill. The lights are on and the 
rumble of conversation and laughter fill the air. Upon entering, new recruits are easily 
identified by their red bandanas and black hooded sweaters. Each posted at assigned locations. 
Eyes bulging at the mass of people that have gathered for a night-cap. A shit-eating grin 
consumes their face as they greet and pass out the drinks. Wondering what is going to transpire 
that night once the partygoers surrender.  
 
Two maybe three am or somewhere in-between the majority have filtered out. A small pocket 
of groupies still lingers within in the living room. A couple “sisters” and a new more 
entertaining group surround the bar for small talk as the new members begin cleaning in 
ritualistic form. The trash is taken out, the floors swept, and a thorough mopping of the floor to 
remove the stench of stale beer. Afterwards, they filter to their sleeping quarters in the 
basement and silently whisper among themselves. The last of the crowd is dispersed and 
numbers exchanged, no gratification tonight. Education is far more important.  
 
A numbers of brothers quickly fill the entrance of the basement. We file down the stairs in 
disorderly fashion. New members assume line formation and recite our alphabet and creed. 
They assume the TKE posture and ramble off a slew of information and mottos that have been 
burned into their memories. I think you know the rest.  
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After graduating from SCSU in 1993 I took a job in New York City selling 
telecommunications services and equipment. My first boss happened to be a Teke. In 1996 I 
got married. I later went to go work for an Internet company where I focused on Internet 
security. In 1999, I took a job at Symantec where I sold security services to major accounts in 
Manhattan.  
 
After 9/11 and a downward spiraling economy, I was laid off from Symantec. While in the 
process of looking for new work, I kept myself busy with my hobby of woodworking. After 
about 6 months of making furniture for my wife and bedroom sets for my 2 sons, now 4 and 6, 
I realized that this is what I want to do for a living. 
 
A friend asked me to build him a new kitchen. Shortly after I had another friend who had me 
build him a home theater. I did this out of my basement. Suddenly I was in business! I rented a 
two car garage down the road from my house in Staten Island, NY for about 2 years. As the 
business grew, I needed to move to a bigger space of 3,600 square feet where I am today. 
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William Gabriel is June’s TKE of the Month: Frater William aka Whip ended the Spring 2006 

Semester with 3.42 to finish with the highest 
GPA in the Colony. Frater William is also the 
driving force behind the TKE plunge as he did 
most of the grunt work. Frater William is this 
years Hypophetes and is going to work very 
hard to make sure that all problems in the 
fraternity stay in the fraternity. 
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