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Frater Nima

CONTACT ME

www.MyNima.com

Phone: 203-913-6016

nima_rezvan@countrywide.com
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MANHATTAN, NY - "Tell a kid a joke and you make thesmile for a
day, but transform a kid's environment with art andsic, and you will
make them smile for eternity." Such is the messageProject TKE
(Transforming Kids' Environments') website; a narfiprorganization that
aims at improving the lives of children in hosptdly improving their
surroundings.

Josh Fifer, a Pace University alumnus, startedPtiogect in 2001 while in

S the Pi-Tau Chapter. Originally, Project TKE wasatesl exclusively for
the fraternity so that its members could voluntaghe five boroughs. During that time, the Proj@orked with
the Boys and Girls Club in Harlem to paint severature-themed murals for children's rooms in hasgit
including the nearby New York Downtown Hospital.

In 2004, Fifer re-created Project TKE as a sepaatity from the fraternity. Today, while there amany TKE
fraternity members actively participating, Proj@dE is completely separate from the fraternity, ming
anyone can sign up to volunteer. Project TKE nowk&avith many diverse organizations such as NYClipub
schools, the Boy/Girl Scouts, YMCA, The Boys/Gi@tub and a variety of college organizations, afehneool
organizations, artists, poets and individuals wboale money or volunteer.

Project TKE's mission is to help children by impray the environments in which they live. In too man
hospitals, kids are left having nothing to do hiare at a blank wall or watch television. ProjektETchanges
this by decorating, donating, establishing andréaiténg. Volunteers can help decorate rooms (whighoften
done in special themes) or donate paintings, mpsictography and books. While the Project TKE videns
decorate or help establish libraries in the hokpitdhey usually have volunteers entertain thedclil with
music. Virtually, whatever talent a person has leaip Project TKE. "It doesn't take any specialrial® help
children in hospitals by showing you care," Fifaids

Last summer, Project TKE started off by collectargork from fifteen different public schools inetleity and

then distributing it to hospitals abroad. They alsmated different supplies to places like Barca)ddome, and
Africa. Project TKE believes that helping out owess is just as important as helping out in Amergsamany
hospitals and hospices abroad do not have the sagoarces as the U.S. does. Currently, they a@vied in

helping 38 hospitals and hospices in 17 countfiesdo this, Project TKE identifies hospitals thashvto be
helped and contacts volunteers in their area toenthié&m aware of the situation. Along with Proje&tET the

hospital composes a "wish list" that the voluntedtempt to fulfill.

This year, Project TKE and other organizationswaoeking with Lincoln Medical Center to help decar&dtl
rooms in the hospital. The project was anticipatedcost around $250,000 dollars, but thanks totted!
volunteers and donations, the only things Lincoledid¢al Center has to pay for are paint and supplies

As of Oct. 22, 10 rooms have been painted in trspital in themes of jungles, Coney Island and so@aong
others. In addition, the nurse's station is exmktbebe decorated in a Grand Central Station thekiraost
halfway done, Fifer believes the Lincoln Medicaln@® project will be completed by the first or sedoveek
of Nov.

"It's a great program. | mean, it's just such apsngood idea,” Junior business management majon J
MacBride said. While there are many different oigations to volunteer for, Project TKE is uniquanfand
offers a flexible schedule. Nursing major Dewey Mar sees the benefits of joining Project TKE: 'tlytakes
a few hours a week here and there, and it's songeth@njoy doing anyway."

Singers, writers, poets, artists, kids and adulie are involved in Project TKE. Anyone who walrits be
involved in changing an unfortunate child's lifesimmething a little more colorful is welcome. Tlasiest way
to become a part of Project TKE is to go to Prdiecbrg and click the "Get Involved" section.




MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. - Thirty months after suffering a head injury in Iraq, Catholic priest Rev. H.
Timothy Vakoc of Theta-Rho Chapter (St. Cloud State University) -- so seriously wounded that
. : doctors at first thought he wouldn't survive -- is now talking.

On Oct. 26, Phyllis Vakoc of Plymouth got a phone call from her
son's hospital room.

"Be quiet, don't say anything and be patient," a friend on the other
end of the line told her. Puzzled, Vakoc waited. And then she heard
her son's voice.

"Hi, Mom," he said, and she froze. It had been two and a half years
since her son had suffered a devastating head injury in Iraq. Two
and a half years since he had spoken. "l thought | was hearing things," she said last week. "I thought
I'd never hear that voice again."

The Rev. Vakoc, a Catholic priest, has started to speak, to the astonished delight of family, friends
and caretakers.

So far, it's only a few words at a time, and a struggle at that. But medical experts call it a significant
breakthrough.

"Nobody ever expected him to live. Nobody ever expected this to happen,” said his sister, Anita

Brand.
Their faith, though, helped sustain the whole family. "I have always held out hope."

Frater Vakoc (pronounced VAH-kitch), 46, has spent most of the last two years at the Minneapolis
Veterans Medical Center in what doctors call a "minimally responsive" state. He needs round-the-
clock care, and he can't move much more than his left arm, hands, and a few muscles in his face and
neck.

In recent months, family, friends and hospital staff saw signs, often subtle, that he was becoming
increasingly alert. But he had not spoken since the explosion. No one could be certain how much of
his mental function was still intact.

Over the last several weeks Father Tim's family and friends have noticed small changes in Father
Tim. He appears more alert for longer periods of time. He smiles more and laughs more...and that
mischievous twinkle is often there. Problem solving, although still inconsistent, seems to be coming
easier but very slowly.

Although he tires easily and still snoozes through visits, when he is alert, Father Tim seems more
determined than ever to interact with his visitors. He has become more proficient with his Dynavox --
still an important tool for his communication.

During the last week the family was stunned when Father Tim began to speak. Although somewhat
labored and halting, his words thrilled them all. Simple words like "Hi" and "I love you" were music to
the ears of his family members especially his parents. Some of his first words were halting phrases of
the "Our Father." Clearly, it is a joy to hear his voice after two and a half years.

The last two years have been a journey of prayer and petition, faith and faltering, love and
languishing. During the long 30 months, Father Tim's family has never given up hope that one day
they would again hear his voice. Myriad caregivers, beginning on the roadside in Mosul, Iraq,
continuing in Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and then at the Veteran's Medical Center of




Minneapolis, have all worked for the day when they could again hear him speak. Whether part of the
medical team or volunteers from local parishes, their goal is a common one: help Father Tim recover,
support his family, pray for his Soldiers and their families.

To read more about Fr. Tim's journey, please follow the web link listed_here. The Minnesota Star
Tribune newspaper has written an article about Fr. Tim and the progress he has recently made. Fully
aware that there is a long road ahead, with humble and grateful hearts they accept this gift of
encouragement.

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. - In an effort to increase Greek life on the Indiana University Purdue University
at Indianapolis campus, the Upsilon-lota Chapter is assisting the IUPUI External Affairs'
Communication and Marketing Department to help promote IUPUI's campus by participating in photo
shoots and the making of a commercial for IUPUI's basketball teams, which is now airing on ESPN,
Bright House Cable, Comcast Cable, as well as the local television stations. They are also in the
process of working with the Undergraduate Student Government to reform policies to allow Greek
organizations to receive funding for recruitment efforts.

The relatively new chapter of Upsilon-lota, chartered in 2005, is wasting no time in making the I[UPUI
campus aware of what it takes to be a frater in the bond. The men are taking the campus by storm
participating in various charity and service events, as well as several campus wide social events.

This semester TKE has already participated in the charity event known as "Day of Caring" through
IUPUI's United Way campaign. This event, which worked with "Rebuilding the Wall" to help restore
houses for low income families, allowed the men to work with United Way and IUPUI's Campus and
Community Life to help the community and promote a good relationship with campus programs. In
addition, the Upsilon-lota chapter recently participated in the Alzheimer's Association Memory Walk.
The men raised money and walked in an effort to show support for TKE's national philanthropy and in
the memory of one of the Fraternity's most cherished members, Ronald Reagan. President Reagan
was a victim of the disease and passed away in June 2004. The men raised over six hundred dollars
for the Alzheimer's Association, an organization that helps the families affected by the disease.

There is no doubt that the men of Tau Kappa Epsilon, Upsilon-lota chapter have arrived at IUPUI and
intend to create a campus environment to be proud of and help Tau Kappa Epsilon "Redefine
Fraternity".

To see the commercial for IUPUI's athletic program, click here. To see the IUPUI Student Life flyer
with Upsilon-lota on the cover, click here




1 # ?
Position Name Chapter Scroll
Chairman Josh Elmore Tau-Eta 94
Vice-Chair Joseph DelLuca Tau-Eta 92
Secretary Brian Masotti Tau-Eta 93
Treasurer
Alumni Assoc. Pres Jason Crouch Tau-Eta 72
Ch. Prytanis Brandon Bobinski  Tau-Eta 114
Ch. Crysophylos Mike Gazerwitz Tau-Eta 111
Ch. Advisor Daniel C. An Tau-Eta 95
Faculty Advisor Thomas Dorr SCSU
Yours in the Bond,
Fraters Josh Elmore
lota Upsilon #603
Tau Eta #94
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