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“A community that excludes even one of its members is no community at all.” – Dan Wilkins 
DRC E-Bulletin for Faculty
 SCSU / Disability Resource Center


To enhance our partnership with faculty, each month we will send a DRC E Bulletin to you with information about some aspect of the university’s obligation to provide educational equity for students with disabilities.  This month’s topic is on your role in ADA compliance with on-line learning for a student with a disability enrolled in your class. 
Access to On-line Learning

Equal access to on-line learning opportunities at SCSU is vital to assuring that students with disabilities can participate and are given full access to all course materials. 
As with all courses, professors of on-line courses are required to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for students with documented disabilities.  Extended time on tests and quizzes is a common accommodation for many students with a disability.  For courses offered on the university sponsored Vista 4, the Southern IT staff has provided step-by-step instructions on how to setup an assessment in an e-Learning Vista course with extended time for students who have received this as an accommodation. 
Providing Extended Time on Quizzes in Blackboard Vista 4
· Create the selective-release quiz 

· Create the assessment for your class as you normally would. 

· Then, from the Assessments Tool (Build -> Course Tools -> Assessments), select Create Assessment. 

· Enter your settings to create the new assessment: 

· Click the radio button next to "Base on an existing assessment," and click the arrow to open the dropdown menu. 

· In the dropdown menu, select the assessment that you previously created. 

· Click Save. You're returned to the Assessments Tool. 

· Change the duration setting 

· In the Assessments Tool, find your selective-release quiz in the list and click on the ActionLinks dropdown menu (at the end of the quiz name) to show a dropdown menu. Select Edit Properties. 

· In the Edit Assessment Properties, under Duration, increase the amount of time for the quiz. 

· Click Save. You're returned to the Assessments Tool. 

· Set selective release for the quiz 

· Selective release will ensure that only the student(s) you specify will be able to take the extended-duration, selective-release quiz. 

· In the Assessments Tool, find your selective-release quiz in the list and click on the ActionLinks dropdown menu to show a dropdown menu. Select Set Release Criteria. 

· Click Add Member Criteria. 

· In the Add Member Criteria window, select User ID “equals”, then click the checkbox next to the name of the student(s) needing extended time. Click Save, then at the confirmation, click Save again. 

· Make the quiz available 

· As with all quizzes, you need to make the new quiz "Available." In the Assessments Tool, find your selective-release quiz in the list and click on the ActionLinks dropdown menu. Select Show Item. 

· Set selective release for the original quiz 

· Selective release will ensure that the student(s) taking the extended-duration quiz will NOT have access to the standard-duration (original) version of the quiz. 

· In the Assessments Tool, find your original quiz in the list and click on the ActionLinks dropdown menu. Select Set Release Criteria. 

· Click Add Member Criteria. 

· In the Add Member Criteria window, select User ID “does not equal”, then click the checkbox next to the name of the student(s) needing extended time. Click Save, then at the confirmation, click Save again. 

· Inform the student(s) 

· Be sure to communicate the name of the extended-duration quiz you just created to the student(s) needing additional time. 
While professors often opt to use open source learning systems that are not supported by the University such as; Wiki, ATutor, Claroline, eFront, Ilias, Moodle, Olat and Lon-Capa, it is important to make sure these classes follow the universal design principle and are in complete compliance with the ADA. This includes ensuring that all sites you use are fully accessible for students who use technology to learn, such as students with visual impairments using a screen reader.
Implementing Universal Design (UD) principles for on-line learning will give access to students of all abilities and disabilities and any instructor hired to teach them.  UD makes products and environments usable by everyone without the need for adaptation.  Planning for access as the course is being developed is a lot easier than creating accommodations as disabilities are presented by students.  To aid faculty in creating accessible web pages for classes, guidelines have been developed by the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and are available at: http://www.w3.org/WAI/
	Please contact the DRC with any questions regarding online learning and ADA compliance.  For technical questions please contact the Southern eLearning Technology Administrators, Karen Musmanno, Bob Cuddihee, or Stan Walonoski at the Academic Computer Center.



Our special thanks to Karen Musmanno for her help and direction in creating this e-bulletin!
If you have any comments or suggestions for future topics to cover, contact: DRC at 203-392-6828 or e-mail: DRC@southernct.edu
