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Overall Goal

• Align the content in at least 3 general 
education requirements for a liberal arts 
education with the pedagogical course 
content in the Elementary/Special 
Education teacher preparation program



Unification of Teacher Education 
Programs

• Activity 1 - Review all course syllabi in 
Elementary/Special Education program

• Activity 2 - Develop rubric to align course content 
in general curriculum within 
framework of teaching diverse students

• Activity 3 - CITE members review coursework in 
Secondary Education



All University Requirements

• A common core of courses in liberal 
education is maintained as a foundation for 
all degree programs

• Individual has many options within 
disciplines to meet core course requirements

• Outlined on CPR form





Problem

• Students may chose among many courses to fulfill 
AURs in Arts and Sciences

• Student advising is not consistent

• Students are choosing easy/convenient courses

• Students are transferring courses to fulfill 
requirements



Overall Objective

• Identify courses where 
– teaching methods, 
– course content or 
– method of delivery
may be modified to better meet the needs 

of diverse learners



Methods

• Transcripts were selected for Elementary 
Education and Special Education students in 
good standing

• Transcripts were further selected for 
students who completed most AURs
– Special Education (n=20)
– Elementary Education (n=17)



Results

• Courses selected were tabulated for the 
students within each major

• Results are presented graphically



Natural Science A Requirement
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Natural Science B Requirement
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Foreign Language Requirement
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Math Requirement
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L Course Requirement
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Summary
• Students only selecting 1 Natural Science A and B

• Natural Science B is a priority

• Many deficiencies are noted in Math
– Students taking 2.4 courses to fulfill requirement
– More Math required in collaborative program



Questions for Discussion

• Are these results surprising?
– Consistent with your experience?

• Did you have an AUR that was particularly 
helpful/useful?
– Serve as a model



Questions for Discussion

• From your own experience
– Are there content areas lacking?
– Could you have used more Math/Science/ 

Language training?

• Suggestions for specific courses or course 
content for CITE?



Learner Diversity

• The wide range of learner characteristics, 
such as cognitive, emotional, physical, 
cultural, economic, racial, ethnic, and 
gender differences, that can place a learner 
at risk for failing to maximize potential in a 
traditional classroom environment



Learner Diversity

• What particular needs might these diverse 
learners have?

• How might the traditional classroom setting 
be modified to meet these needs?
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Learner Diversity Survey Results
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Learner Diversity Survey Results
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Learner Diversity Survey Results
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Learner Diversity Survey 

• Syllabi were obtained for courses in Arts 
and Sciences (AURs) and School of 
Education (Special Education and 
Education)

• Rubric Scoring
0 = no evidence of indicator
1 = some reference to indicator
2 = indicator clearly stated in syllabus



Learner Diversity Rubric

• 1. The syllabus reflects the instructor’s 
acceptance of diverse learners

• 2. The syllabus reflects accommodations 
that are made for learners with exceptional 
needs

• 3. The syllabus reflects the mode(s) through 
which information is presented.



Learner Diversity Rubric

• 4. The syllabus reflects the instructor’s desire 
and/or need to know about learners’ unique needs 
in a timely manner.

• 5. The syllabus reflects that various resources are 
available to assist learners with diverse needs.

• 6. The syllabus reflects additional help for 
students who are having difficulty in the course
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