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This study examined the word-structure knowledge of novice teachers
and the progress of children tutored by a subgroup of the teachers.
Teachers’ word-structure knowledge was assessed using three tasks:
graphophonemic segmentation, classification of pseudowords by sylla-
ble type, and classification of real words as phonetically regular or ir-
reqular. Tutored children were assessed on several measures of basic
reading and spelling skills. Novice teachers who received word-structure
instruction outperformed a comparison group of teachers in word-
structure knowledge at post-test. Tutored children improved signifi-
cantly from pre-test to post-test on all assessments. Teachers’ post-test
knowledge on the graphophonemic segmentation and irregular words
tasks correlated significantly with tutored children’s progress in de-
coding phonetically regular words; error analyses indicated links be-
tween teachers” patterns of word-structure knowledge and children’s
patterns of decoding progress. The study suggests that word-structure
knowledge is important to effective teaching of word decoding and un-
derscores the need to include this information in teacher preparation.

The importance of effective teacher preparation in reading
has been widely recognized by scientific investigators, scholarly
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