
Most Frequently Asked Questions About the 

Graduate Public Health Program
General Information

Is Southern’s M.P.H. program nationally accredited?

Yes. The M.P.H. program is fully accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH). CEPH is the agency authorized to accredit all eligible public health schools and programs.

Are all faculty appropriately credentialed?

Faculty teaching in the graduate public health program possess terminal degrees in their disciplines.

What is the Department’s commitment to recruiting students from underrepresented groups?

From the inception of the program, the Department has encouraged applicants from all groups to contribute to the diversification of the public health workforce. As such, enrollment of students from underrepresented groups averages 40%.

What kind of background and degree do I need to be eligible for admission?

Students admitted to the public health program come from a wide variety of educational and work backgrounds, including the physical sciences, English, social and behavioral sciences, history, allied health, statistics, nursing, medicine, and physical and occupational therapy, to name a few. Students admitted to the program must provide evidence of their potential to succeed in a highly challenging academic experience and demonstrate a passion for public health practice.

How can I find out more about the career opportunities in public health?

You are encouraged to access http://www.whatispublichealth.org/faqs/index.html to obtain important information about the field of public health. The Department subscribes to the Public Health Expert Network of Mentors (P.H.E.N.O.M.) a list of public health professionals who are available to discuss career options and describe their career paths and current positions. P.H.E.N.O.M. is accessed at:  http://www.bettycjung.net/Phenom.htm. The Coordinator of Graduate Studies is also available to discuss career interests and opportunities with prospective students.

What are my options for specializations?

The Department offers a single specialization in health promotion. The specialization in health promotion prepares students to design, promote, implement, conduct, and evaluate intervention programs which result in health-positive behaviors among individuals, families, and groups in a community

Pre-Admission Information

Is admission to the program competitive?

The Department selects 32 applicants each year from an international pool of applicants. 

Who makes the admission decisions?

There are two admission committees, one for the specialization in community health education and the other for the generalist option. The committees, composed of full-time graduate faculty, review all completed applicant files for evidence of the applicant’s reasons for studying public health, past academic performance, professional and life experience, English fluency (where required), and other factors such as the applicant’s compatibility with the faculty expertise and program directions.

Are applicants accepted for fall, spring and summer semesters?

Applications are accepted for fall semesters. In some instances, it is possible to gain admission in the spring or summer, although all core courses begin their cycle during the fall semester. Students admitted in spring or summer are only able to enroll in courses to fulfill elective course requirements.

What documents are required to apply to the program?

To be considered for admission the following documents must be submitted by all applicants:

	Document
	Description
	Recipient

	Application for Admission to Graduate Study
	Demographic information, universities attended, employment history and choice of degree program; can be completed online.
	School of Graduate Studies

	Application Fee
	$50.00
	School of Graduate Studies

	Transcripts
	Original transcripts from each college/university attended
	School of Graduate Studies

	Grade Point Average (GPA)
	A minimum of a cumulative GPA of 3.0/4.0 as indicated on the transcripts submitted.
	School of Graduate Studies

	Personal Essay
	A 250 word that describes your specific reasons for seeking the MPH degree and your potential contributions to the field of public health (Form required).
	Department of Public Health

	Letters of Recommendation
	Two letters from persons qualified to assess your academic work; professional experience; or leadership potential in public health (Form required)
	Department of Public Health

	Chronology of Professional Experience
	A list of professional and other relevant work experience (Form required)
	Department of Public Health

	Admission Screening Matrix
	A summary of information presented in submitted documents (Form required)
	Department of Public Health

	Health Services Requirements
	Proof of immunity to both Measles and German Measles. Documentation must be in English
	Granoff Student Health Center


Do foreign student applicants have to submit other documents in addition to the ones described above?

Yes. Foreign student applicants must also submit the following documents:

	Document
	Description
	Document(s) Forwarded to:

	Certified Evaluation of all Transcripts
	A course-by-course evaluation of all foreign transcripts including a statement of U.S. equivalency of degree and GPA submitted for admission. Translation must be performed by World Educational Services (WES); waived for students whose native language is English.
	School of Graduate Studies

	Foreign National Student Information Form
	
	School of Graduate Studies

	International Student Profile Form
	Demographic and financial resources information
	School of Graduate Studies

	TOEFL (www.toefl.org)


	A score of 525 written; 213 computer/80 or above on Internet-based exam or English as a Second Language Certificate ELS 109  with a minimum of “C” (2.0) or higher.
	School of Graduate Studies


As a foreign student applicant can I request that hard copies of correspondences be mailed using DHL, FEDEX or an other international mail processor?

The Department forwards all mail using regular mail service Requests for international mailing services will be honored but the applicant will be charged the full amount for this service.
Will I receive notification if my file is incomplete?

Yes. The Department will notify applicants about missing documents, although it is the responsibility of applicants to check with their universities and referents to assure that required documents have been submitted.

Are any standardized tests required?

No.

Are there any other requirements?

Students who intend to reside on campus must present written documentation (in English) of the following:

· Meningococcal vaccine

· A comprehensive physical examination (form required)

· Tuberculin test
How long does it take to complete the program?

There is a part-time (3 years) and a full-time (2 year) option. The sequencing of courses does not permit completing the program in less than two years.

What is the cost of the program?

Full-time study for Connecticut residents is approximately $4,000.00 per semester, not including books, travel and living expenses. For out-of-state and foreign students the cost is approximately $8,500.00 per semester. Part-time study for all students is approximately $500.00 per credit or $1,400.00 per 3-credit course. These estimated costs are effective for the Fall 2008 semester.

What career opportunities are available for graduates?

Pages ix-xiv lists dozens of job titles held by individuals who possess graduate degrees in public health. Most experts agree that the major advances in improvement of health over the next decades will not come from new medical findings or cures, but rather than the broader development and application of population-based prevention programs.

Are there pre-requisite skills and traits that are essential to successful completion of the program?

Writing proficiency, command of basic computer operations, dedication, academic inquisitiveness, capacity for varied work loads, effective time management, perseverance, and passion for public health are some of the skills and traits that characterize the successful student.
Financial Assistance

What forms of educational funding are available?

Students finance their education at Southern in a variety of ways, including:

· Campus or off-campus jobs

· Employer reimbursement

· Graduate assistantships (limited availability in Department)

· Graduate School awards (Graduate School Graduate Assistantship (GSGA)($16,000.00) and Graduate Research Fellowship (GRF) ($8,000.00). See School of Graduate Web site at http://www.southernct.edu/grad/ for details.

· Loans

· Outside scholarships

· Personal savings

How do I apply for financial aid?

For financial assistance, complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. If interested in a Departmental, part-time assistantship contact the Coordinator of Graduate Studies at perlinm1@southernct.edu.

Is financial aid available to international students?

Federally supported financial aid is only available to U.S. citizens and permanent residents. There are a number of organizations and foundations that provide financial support to international students. See http://www.uga.edu/oie/ISSIS/form/Student/Scholarship/Scholarships_for_International_Students.doc

After Admission

Do I have any options if I am not admitted?

You can always apply for the following year. You are encouraged to contact the Coordinator of Graduate Studies to discuss how you might improve a subsequent application. In some instances, an applicant who was not successful may be offered the option of enrolling as a non-matriculated student for a limited number of prescribed courses. Following completion of these prescribed courses, a re-evaluation of your application may be conducted.

Can I transfer courses from another university or college?

Graduate-level courses completed at Southern or another accredited university or college before the term to which you are admitted are considered “transfer courses.” Once enrolled in the program, core course requirements must be completed at Southern. With prior approval, elective course requirements may be fulfilled with courses completed at another accredited university or college, including online.

If admitted, can I defer my admission?

You may defer your admission for one year. You must request a deferment in writing to the Coordinator of Graduate Studies. If granted, your name will be added to the following year’s cohort. As a deferred student you will not required to submit any additional documents.

Can I enroll in courses in the public health program before I am admitted? How can I register?

The School of Graduate Studies permits you to register for up to nine credits as a non-matriculated student, after which you must be accepted to a degree program. If you are interested in enrolling in classes as a non-matriculant, you must request permission prior from the Coordinator of Graduate Studies.

Can I register as a full-time or part-time student?

You can apply for admission as either a full-time or part-time student. As a part-time student you will be required to enroll in two courses each semester on one evening. As a full-time student you will be required to enroll in four courses each semester on two evenings.

What services are available for students with disabilities?

Southern is a leader in creating inclusive learning environments for all students. The Disabilities Resource Office (DRO) provides services and support that promote educational equity for students with disabilities.

What guidance is available to find internships and employment?

The Department provides students, alumni and graduates with a comprehensive list of internship opportunities and employment postings automatically forwarded through its listservs. To provide students with the most up-to-date and comprehensive career development tools, the Center for Career Services offers an array of career planning services to help students decide what major to pursue, what career best suits them, or to begin the all important job search process. In addition, the Department subscribes to http://www.bettycjung.net/Jobindex.htm, a comprehensive jobs and careers Web site created by a former student and adjunct professor. 

Can I change my cohort status?

Yes. It is possible to change from full-time to part-time or from part-time to full-time status with permission from your faculty advisor. Since the courses in the M.P.H. program are sequenced, a change in cohort status may result in an extension of your planned program beyond the 2-year or 
3-year original program schedule.

Will I have the opportunity to provide input into the program?

Absolutely. You are encouraged to speak with the faculty about any program-related issues at your discretion. In addition, the Department Chairperson and Coordinator of Graduate Studies maintain an open door policy and are available to speak with students at mutually convenient times. Each cohort has a designated student representative to the Graduate Program Committee (GPC), the policy-making body of the graduate program, who can convey your sentiments to the Committee. The Department utilizes multiple evaluation tools to elicit student input, including an anonymous feedback link located on the program’s Web page, mid-and end-course evaluations, exit survey, academic advisement and career planning satisfaction survey, and comprehensive alumni survey.

What services are available if I need assistance with writing?
All students admitted to the program will be required to provide a writing sample onsite during the first semester. Students who do not meet the program standard for academic writing will be directed to the University Writing Center or other appropriate resource.

Is there a minimum program GPA that must be maintained? Individual course grades?

Yes. The minimum GPA for continuance in the Program is 3.0. A course in which a grade of less than “C+” is earned must be repeated. Courses can be repeated only once.

Is there an internship requirement?

Yes. All nationally accredited M.P.H. degree programs are required to have an internship. Students complete either a 3-credit, 150-hour or a 6-credit, 300-hour field experience at an approved public health agency, under the supervision of a qualified preceptor.

Is there a culminating experience requirement?

All students complete either a thesis or special project in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the M.P.H. degree. 

Are there any statistics courses required?

All students complete a required biostatistics course. Students who have not recently completed a statistics course or anticipate problems with statistics are strongly encouraged to complete an introductory level statistics course prior to their first semester. A mathematics refresher workshop and pre-statistics workshop are offered by the Department.

Are there any other program requirements?

All newly admitted students must complete the Department’s sponsored Cultural Competency Humility Training Workshop during their first semester of study.

Is there an orientation for new students?

The Department conducts a new student orientation program in late August prior to the start of Fall semester classes. 

Housing

Is there housing available on campus for graduate students?

The North Campus Residence Complex, designated for graduate housing, provides full apartment living. Each four-person apartment offers two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a fully equipped kitchen, living room and individual entrance. Applications for on-campus housing are available in the Department of Residence Life Services located in Schwartz Hall, or by calling (203) 392-5869 (70).

Parking

If I live off- campus do I need a car?

Popular areas for student residences are well served by public transportation.

Is there sufficient parking on campus?

Parking on campus is limited, although sufficient to meet the need. The University provides shuttle bus service Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. and on Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There is a seven-passenger vehicle specifically equipped with a lift gate and tie downs to accommodate wheelchairs and motor scooters.

Campus Safety

What steps does the University take to ensure the safety of students?

The safety and security of the students, faculty and staff is of paramount importance in every aspect of the duties of the University Police. The department is committed to the fundamental principles of community policing, such as crime prevention, omnipresence, and partnerships, to name a few. SCSU police personnel has increased to a present level of 27 police officers, which includes the chief of police, deputy chief of police, one lieutenant, four sergeants, one detective, and 19 patrol officers. There are also five dispatchers, one building and grounds officer, and 66 University Assistants.

The University is launching a new Emergency Notification System, SCSUALERT, in an effort to convey important information to the campus community in the event of an emergency, weather-related closing/delay, or other potentially hazardous situation.

Is there a University escort service?

The University Police Department provides a 24-hour student escort service to accompany students, faculty and staff to parking lots, residence halls and other on-campus locations. 

Touring the Campus

Can I arrange to visit Southern?

You may visit the campus at your convenience by contacting the Coordinator of Graduate Studies. You can also take a virtual tour of the campus at: http://www.southernct.edu/admissions/visitingcampus/

Who do I contact to ask additional questions?

The Coordinator of Graduate Studies is available to answer your questions electronically, by telephone or appointment.
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