Departmental of Economics and Finance
The Department of Economics and Finance at Southern Connecticut Statue University prepares students for entry level positions in business and government and for graduate programs in economics and business administration. With a current full time faculty of twelve, the department has a range of expertise covering all facets of the economy and finance.  The department offers two different degrees: Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with specializations in finance and business economics and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics. 

The department provides two of the courses in the All University Requirements: Principles of Macroeconomics and Principles of Microeconomics. During the fall of 2006, there were over 1,000 students taking at least one class in economics and 200 students taking at least one class in finance. At present, there are 310 majors in the three degree programs:  244 in Finance, 38 in Business Economics and 28 in Economics.    
The strength of the programs lies in the expertise faculty bring into the classroom. All faculty in the department have either a Ph.D. or a D.B.A. and are actively impacting the community.  One faculty member (Crakes), a forensic economist was honored for his expert contribution to the victims of 911.  An article published by two faculty members was recently cited to advance a bill on the United States Senate Floor.  Another faculty (Abugri) member working with an MBA student helped a local non-profit development corporation raise over $50,000 through a bond issuance. Members of the department lent their expertise in redesigning the business program at Khazar University in Azerbaijan with a $290,000 grant from the U.S. State Department.   

The department has the only Association for Financial Professionals (AFP) certified Treasury Management Program in the state of Connecticut.  In the past, students taking the treasury management exam have found sponsorship from Webster Bank with whom the department maintains a close affiliation. In Sept 2007 the SCSU foundation underwrote the establishment of a student-run investment portfolio program called the Ad Astra Investment fund. The fund was capitalized at $50,000. The students do an analysis of the economy and then make real world investments based on their conclusions. The students get three (3) academic credits for each semester they participate in the program. The department also offers a minor in Real Estate. Graduates from our programs find jobs in business, attend graduate and law schools. 
Faculty members are very active in research, presenting papers at professional conferences and publishing articles in academic journals. Some recent titles have included “Debt: Debt Swap” in Encyclopedia of Poverty, “Empirical Relationship Between Macroeconomic Volatility and Stock Returns: Evidence from Latin American Markets” in International Review of Financial Analysis.  The Department has been active over the last several years in organizing a Seminar Series, where outside speakers as well as our own faculty and students present research on topics of interest. 
Students may also join a number of clubs including the Student Financial Management Association, (FMA), The Economics Society, and if they qualify, Omnicron Delta Epsilon, the economics honor society.      
