Call for Papers
17th Annual SCSU Women’s Studies Conference 

“Global and Local Women’s Studies: Going on Forty”


October 19 & 20, 2007
Women’s Studies as a discipline is going on forty, prompting debate about where the discipline has come from, where it is at the turn of the century, and where it is going.

This conference will be a part of that process. We are specifically interested in using the metaphor of family—informed by histories of race, class, gender, sexuality, and nation—to explore and explain and document the discipline of Women’s Studies, to consider how we have been written by/written ourselves into this family drama, and to reflect on the impact those decisions have had on feminist & womanist movements inside and outside of the university, locally and globally.

We invite individuals, groups, scholars, activists, and artists to submit proposals for panel presentations, roundtable discussions, or artistic performances that address the following questions:

· What is the relationship between Women’s Studies in the US and abroad—Africa, Asia, Europe, Middle East, etc.?  Is “sisterhood” an adequate concept for theorizing these relationships? What do transnational frameworks offer us for understanding Women’s Studies in the US and abroad?

· What are the benefits and drawbacks to understanding Women’s Studies as “middle aged”? To describing Women’s Studies in terms of waves/generations?
· What role do you play in the discipline of Women’s Studies? Are you a founding mother? A rebellious daughter? A prodigal child? How and why? 

· Why/when have there been/not been roles for you in Women’s Studies? What tensions have you experienced between being cast in a role and attempting to write your own role?

· Where/when/why have you felt or not felt “at home” in Women’s Studies as a discipline? Why has it felt or not felt “like family”? How have you written or rewritten yourself into the story of the discipline over time/through space?

· How has the concept of “sisterhood” allowed/disallowed your participation in Women’s Studies?

· What generational tensions and connections have you experienced and how do they inform your work in Women’s Studies?

· In what ways have you experienced the institutional confinement of Women’s Studies? With what results?

· To what extent has Women’s Studies challenged and changed courses, programs, departments, disciplines, and administrations in universities here and/or abroad? With what gains and losses for individuals, groups, and institutions? 
· What theories and texts do you see most influential on Women’s Studies scholarship and application?
· How has Women’s Studies intersected with feminist & womanist movements? With what consequences for each?

We, too, invite your ideas and suggestions.  Conference sessions will juxtapose cultural, generational, and geographic perspectives in order to create a living text of feminist cultures, histories, and representations. Expect dinners, celebrations, arguments, and performances. Expect a variety of opportunities to write and be written into the story of the discipline during the conference. In short, expect to join us in a collaboratively produced ethnography of Women’s Studies going on forty. 

 

Send submissions electronically by Monday, June 11, 2007, to decrostaa1@southernct.edu please include name, affiliation, E-mail, standard mailing address, and phone number. Proposals should be no longer than one page, with a second page for identification information.
