Films for the 16th Annual Women’s Conference

Friday [4:00 PM - 7:00 PM]

Film 1- Love, Honour, and Disobey


A film by Faction Films, Directed by Saeeda Khanum 
UK, 2005, 61 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD 

Domestic violence in all forms—from physical abuse to forced marriages to honour killings—continues to be frighteningly common worldwide and accepted as “normal” within too many societies. Getting to the heart of current multicultural debates, LOVE, HONOUR, & DISOBEY reveals the issues around domestic violence in Britain’s black and ethnic minority communities through the eyes of the Southall Black Sisters, a small group of women who have been working to combat abuse for more than 25 years. 

Film 2- Homeland: Four Portraits of Native Action


 A film by Roberta Grossman
USA, 2004, 88 minutes, BetaSP, Color, VHS/DVD
Homeland: Four Portraits of Native Action tells the stories of Native American activists who are fighting the “New Indian Wars”—each passionately dedicated to protecting Indian lands against disastrous environmental hazards, preserving their sovereignty, and ensuring the cultural survival of their peoples. With the support of their communities, these leaders are actively rejecting the devastating affronts of multinational energy companies and the current dismantling of thirty years of environmental laws.
Film 3- In Women’s Hand: A Film on Women, HIV and Hope


A film by Global Campaign for Microbicides

USA,  2002, 11 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD

In Women's Hands sheds light on the difficulties facing women around the world as they seek to protect themselves from the AIDS epidemic. It highlights the complexity of the existing situation, where available protections against HIV place control in the hands of male partners, and provides an understanding of the battle against the spread of the virus from an international and multi-cultural perspective. The Global Campaign for Microbicides and several other NGOs are currently campaigning for support for the further development of microbicides, topical substances that could reduce the transmission of sexually transmitted diseases, including the HIV virus. Researchers and advocates believe that microbicides could provide just what women, who are disproportionately infected with HIV, desperately need: a form of protection both discreet and effective that would empower many more women around the world to defend their health.
Saturday [9:45 AM – 12:45 PM] 

Film 1- Mohawk Girls


 A film by Tracey Deer
 
 2005, 63 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD 

In MOHAWK GIRLS, filmmaker Tracey Deer intimately captures the lives of three exuberant and insightful Mohawk teenagers as they face their future. Like Amy, Lauren and Felicia, Deer grew up on the Kahnawake Native Reserve, but she left to attend school. Now, she returns to document two critical years in the lives of these teens who are contending with the unwritten rules of their close-knit community. To move away from the reserve means you risk losing your credibility, or worse, your rights as a Mohawk. But to stay is to give up the possibilities offered by the "outside world." With insight, humor and compassion, Deer takes us inside the lives of these three teenagers as they tackle the same issues of identity, culture and family she faced a decade earlier.  Interspersed with home videos from Deer's own adolescence, MOHAWK GIRLS is a deeply emotional yet unsentimental look into what it means to grow up Native at the beginning of the 21st century. 

Film 2- Full Circle

A film by Donna Read 

1993, 57 minutes, Color, VHS, 

In this stirring documentary, authors, teachers, social activists and feminists explore manifestations of contemporary women's spirituality in the Western world. Full Circle is the final part of the Women and Spirituality trilogy, following Goddess Remembered and The Burning Times. Drawing on the customs, rites and knowledge of the past, Full Circle envisions a sustainable future where domination is replaced with respect. At the centre of these discussions is a reverence for the Earth--a sacred circle which we must protect.
Film 3- Killing Us Softly 3: Advertising Image of Women


 A film by  Jean Killbourne, Directed by Sut Jhally
 2000, 34 minutes, Color, VHS, 

Jean Kilbourne's pioneering work helped develop and popularize the study of gender representation in advertising. Her award-winning Killing us Softly films have influenced millions of college and high school students across two generations and on an international scale. In this important new film, Kilbourne reviews if and how the image of women in advertising has changed over the last 20 years. With wit and warmth, Kilbourne uses over 160 ads and TV commercials to critique advertising's image of women. By fostering creative and productive dialogue, she invites viewers to look at familiar images in a new way, that moves and empowers them to take action. 

Film 4- Taking Control of your Health


A film by the National Cancer Institute, Narrated by Octa Keen
1999, 9 minutes,  VHS, 

Focuses on teaching Native American women of all ages about the pap test and cervical cancer, what the pap test is, how to get one, and ways women may be able to protect themselves from getting cervical cancer. 
[3:30 AM – 5:30 PM] 

Film 1- Water

A film by Deepa Mehta 

2006, 114 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD 

"Deepa Mehta's Water is a magnificent film. The ensemble acting of the women in the widows' hostel is exceptional: intimate, painful, wounded, jaundiced, corrupted, tender, tough. The fluid lyricism of the camera provides an unsettling contrast to the arid difficulties of the characters' lives. The film has serious, challenging things to say about the crushing of women by atrophied religious and social dogmas, but, to its great credit, it tells its story from inside its characters, rounding out the human drama of their lives, and unforgettably touching the heart."






