Conference Schedule and Presentation Abstracts
9-10: Continental breakfast, Commuter Lounge

9-noon: Registration, Student Center Lobby

10-11: Opening Panel, Faculty Dining Room
"Splitting the World Wide Open: Women’s Activism in the New Millenium"
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Presenter: Barbara Gurr, Southern Connecticut State University
We are currently living in what Riane Eisler would call a “gylanic period” — a time when women’s powers and those characteristics considered “feminine” are valued to a greater extent than they have been previously.  In fact, women today as a global collective experience greater freedom, opportunity and power than we have ever collectively held in recorded human history.  Yet we are teetering on the edge of a return to what Eisler would call an “androcratic period,” when the values of dominance and control and the oppression that accompany their expression are returning to greater power.  How can we prevent the loss of our own power and freedom as women, both individually and within a community of humankind?  I propose one theoretical model of women’s activism in which women’s “traditional” strengths are embraced as positive forces for change.

11:00-11:10 Break 

11:10-12:00 Concurrent Sessions A1 and A2
Session A1: Motherhood in India, moderated by Susan Sullivan
Do Women Really Have the Right to Choose?
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Presenter: Margaret A. Goralski, Southern Connecticut State University
Indian women received the right to choose abortion in 1971, before the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court, Roe vs. Wade, decision. Choices to abort or not abort were based on whether or not a woman wanted to give birth to a child. It was not until 1974, when amniocentesis began being offered as a “sex test” and vast numbers of Indian women began choosing selective abortion of female fetuses in the 1980s, that worldview changed regarding an Indian woman’s right to choose. Female infanticide has been documented in some pockets of India, like Rajasthan, Bihar, and Tamil Nadu, since the 1700s; however, it has probably existed far longer. For some women amniocentesis and selective abortion of female fetuses, and their own lack of money to procure them, legitimize the act of female infanticide. Do women really have the right to choose? In this paper, I will argue that they do.

Session A2: Women and Biography, moderated by Kris Sisbarro
(Re)Claiming an Italian American Feminism: A Consideration of Family, Immigration and Labor History
Presenter: Michele A. Fazio, State University of New York at Stony Brook
As a third generation, working class Italian American woman, I identified mostly with symbolic representations of Italian American culture and recognized my ancestry no further than the immediate family with whom I lived … that is until I discovered the name of my great-uncle in a book about the Italian American Left. This discovery propelled me to begin an oral history project reconstructing the past of first and second generation family members in order to examine the link between my family’s ethnic and class identity and their involvement in the Italian American labor movement. After three years of research, I recovered a rich history situating my family within the radical politics of both Italy and the United States. However, I was unprepared for one of the more aversive consequences of recovering a suppressed past – finding out what or who has been obscured. The discovery of my great-aunt, Girolama, challenged my personal and scholarly objectivity. Institutionalized by her mother in 1916 because of alleged “hysteria,” the family repressed her existence for over 80 years – a fact that even my father did not know. I soon realized the implications of this past moved beyond family history to also include the larger context of immigration, labor and, most importantly, women’s history. The focus of this presentation will examine the connection between family, culture and history as well as reclaim the individual and collective experiences of Italian American women as it shapes the present and future of an Italian American feminism.

Writing Feminist Biography and Women’s History: Research, Relationships & Methodologies
Presenter: Jessica A. York, Southern Connecticut State University
Liz Stanley described three elements of a feminist biography as: anti-spotlight, contingency and anti-realism. In other words, Stanley explains, examining the subject’s life in context of social networks, conditioned by social position, and the subject is disrupting chronology, sex and reality. Looking at large collections of work left behind by Inez Milholland Boissevain, I hope to learn about how she balanced domestic life and marriage with her work as an attorney and suffragist. Whereas most biographies tend to examine the exceptional part of their subject’s life, a feminist biographer examines the typical and exceptional parts of the subject’s life. In this context, it is through the groups of women Boissevain was involved with, the organizations she was a part of and her role within the greater historiography. Feminist biography allows the author to reconstruct the world of the subject in her/own time in anticipation that understanding her world will help us to reconstruct our own. 

12:00-1:10 Buffet Lunch, Connecticut Hall 

1:10-2:45 Panel, Feminist Identities: Breaking the Mold

“I might be anything”: Djuna Barnes’ Resistance and Writing 
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Presenter: Julie Hill Barton, Southern Connecticut State University
In this paper, I will explore how Djuna Barnes reorients readers toward a more fluid understanding of gender and sexuality in her 1937 novel, Nightwood and her 1915 collection of poetry, The Book of Repulsive Women. I will show how she resists classification via her staunch protests against the production of biographies of her life, her purely original characters, her themes of inversion and distortion, and her brilliant textual strategies. I will explore how this refusal to align oneself with narrowing categories, namely definitive gendered labels (such as feminine, masculine, lesbian, straight) forces both the reader and writer to live “in the middle,” a place that is undefined therefore potentially isolating, painful, and scary but also a site of immense potential for discovery, growth, and pure, individual truth. 

Liquefying Feminist Frames of Identity
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Presenter: Jessi Willis, Clark University
Construction of identity is a foundational concept within the building of feminist alliances. Theoretical frameworks for understanding the influence of contextual power shifts, push feminist activists to devise a simultaneously fluid and locatable perception of “self” that encourages organizing and strategizing beyond dualistic discourses. This paper critically examines the construction of identity in discourse practices. The use of Queer Theory, as a potential tool for building feminist alliances across dyadic sexual discourses of selfhood is explored. As a model for building coalitions across binary constructions of sexuality, Queer theory presents feminist activists with an opportunity to confront patriarchal notions of a “sexual self.” The acknowledgment of “self” as a psychologically fluid entity is discussed as challenging feminists to think through and beyond strict frameworks of sexual and politically intertwined identities.

“Going Through the Looking-Glass”: Luce Irigaray’s Cuntainment and Cuntinuity
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Presenter: Tamara Slankard, State University of New York at Stony Brook
Luce Irigaray eludes definition. She often shuns the feminist label because she refuses to be categorized herself, yet her theories are the site of much debate among feminist scholars. Toril Moi has accused her of attempting to define narrowly the concepts of “woman” and “femininity” by manipulating and utilizing Freudian psychoanalysis—a strategy that Moi see as ultimately limiting and essentializing; conversely, Elizabeth Grosz and Jane Gallop deny that Irigaray makes any attempt to define Woman, though they see her as purposefully avoiding definition precisely because they, like Moi, see defining as a replication of Freudian essentialism.

2:45-3:00 Break, light snacks offered

3:00-3:50, Concurrent Sessions B1 and B2
Session B1: Film and Theory, moderated by Kathleen Whipple
From Kansas to Kenya: Race, Gender, and Performance in the films of Osa and Martin Johnson
Presenter: Andrea Becksvoort, Yale University 
This paper considers the role of Osa Johnson in the work of her husband, anthropological filmmaker Martin Johnson. Osa Johnson was instrumental to the production of the films, often performing the starring role or protecting her husband with a gun as he concentrated on the filming. She self-consciously emulated her friend, the charismatic and socially progressive Charmain London. Yet at the same time, she never questioned her husband’s dominance and reinscribed many of the traditional gender roles in the ambiguous space of the jungle camp. This paper will situate the Johnsons’ films in the emerging popularity of the safari in the prewar period and its growing presence in entertainment culture. It will also explore the Johnsons’ ties to more formal institutions such as the Explorer’s Club (which Martin, but not Osa, was invited to join) and the American Museum of Natural History. This paper will consider the Johnson’s films as a performance that consolidated not only their relations to the colonial spaces and subjects represented, but also to the urban and domestic culture they had left behind. At times the films circumvented more traditional representations of both native subjects and gender relations while at others the films did much to reinforce existing power relations. Invoking performance theory in a consideration of the Johnsons’ work allows for both the libratory and confining elements to emerge in concert. This paper will consider how Osa Johnson manipulated both the colonial and filmic positions she occupied to alternately accept or reject traditional gender roles.

Women’s Objectification and the Norm of Assumed Objectivity (A Reply to Langton’s ‘Beyond a Pragmatic Critique of Reason’.)
Presenter: Lina Papdaki
In my paper, I argue that Langton is wrong to accuse the norm of Assumed Objectivity of yielding beliefs with a wrong direction of fit. When men follow that norm at a time when women are not objectified their belief “women are submissive” is false, since it is not an observed regularity that women are submissive. After women’s objectification, the beliefe in question is true with a correct definition of fit, since it is an observed regularity that women are in fact submissive. Concerning the belief “women are submissive by nature”, now, it is simply false (both before and after women’s objectification), since it is men who have made women submissive. When a belief is false, there is no need in examining its direction of fit. Therefore, I conclude that Langton’s direction of fit does not offer a coherent critique of the Norm of Assumed Objectivity.

Session B2: Women Writers: Madness and Creation, moderated by Jessica York
She said, He Said: Écriture Féminine and the Mediation of Masculine and Feminine Discourses in Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Fiction
Presenter: Jennifer A. Hudson, Southern Connecticut State University This paper uses the French feminist theory of écriture féminine to demonstrate how Charlotte Perkins Gilman, an American feminist intellectual, successfully mediates masculine and feminine discourses in her novella The Yellow Wall-Paper (1892) and utopian novels Herland (1915), With Her in Ourland (1916), and Moving the Mountain (1911). In The Yellow Wall-Paper, Gilman exposes the ways in which phallocentric discourse might entrench itself in women’s minds by creating a female narrator who is caught between the authoritative masculine discourse of her husband and her own resisting feminine mode.

Silent Madness: Women, Poverty, and Mental Illness
Presenter: Anna Shantel Edwards, Southern Connecticut State University
Despite the many books, articles and essays devoted to the issue of women’s mental illness, the experiences of poor women and women of color are conspicuously absent scientific research and popular culture. Charlotte Perkins Gillman, Emily Dickinson, Virginia Woolf, Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton as well as other less well known women offer insightful and lucid accounts of their experiences with madness and despair through poetry, prose and journals. Yet, these narratives often chronicle the lives of middle to upper-class white women; women who are literate and educated; women who were part of families that, for whatever reason, had the means to provide the medical care deemed necessary to overcome or contain their mental illnesses. As I’ve read the narratives of these women as well as the research available on women’s mental health, I’ve wondered why the lives of poor women and women of color are absent in the discussion of mental health. Where are these women’s stories? Why have they been silenced? 

3:50-4:00 Break

4:00-5:00 Closing Panel, Third Wave Feminism, moderated by Julie Hill Barton Faculty Dining Room
Feminism as a Dynamic Concept
Presenter: Kathleen Whipple, Southern Connecticut State University
Virginia Postrel, the once chief editor for Reason Magazine and the author of The Future and its Enemies, believes that competition and unregulated exploration, i.e. chance-taking, allow for a more advanced and colorful society. This sort of vision is, as she says, dynamic. In my presentation, I will discuss the potential future of feminism as a dynamic movement. I would more accurately define dynamism, exploring some of the major feminist camps to see how dynamic their agendas are. Finally, I would address exactly why a dynamic, multi-faceted feminism is more prolific and enriching than a single static feminist union.

“Not Your Mammas Feminism: A Discussion on Third Wave Feminism”
Presenters: Melissa Kwalek and Susan D’Onofrio, Southern Connecticut State University Melissa Kwalek and Susan D’Onofrio received their Master of Arts in Women Studies from SCSU in May 2002. “Not Your Mamma’s Feminism” focuses on the development of Third Wave Feminism and its effects on raising the feminist consciousness of men and women since the 1980’s.

7 - 8:30 Sister Funk Concert!
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Sister Funk, a five piece all female band, plays phat, funky, R-n-B, original dance music. These women create a mutha of a groove which can not be denied. And, these girls just wanna have fun! Check them out at: http://www.sisterfunk.com/
