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AFGHANISTAN

Capital: Kabul

Climate: Varied

Arctic Ocean

- - - -

Language(s): Dari (Persian) and Pashto are the official languages
of Afghanistan, making bilingualism very common.

Form of government: Islamic Republic

Conflict: Decades of war and violence have made Afghanistan one
of the worlds the largest producers of refugees and asylum
seekers.

Popular religion: Over 99% of the Afghan population is Muslim:

—= s v approximately 80-85% follow the Sunni sect, 15-19% are Shi'a,
[ ehnictn 3 - T IERES " AR " TS o 3_"‘"' and 1% other.
=\ i 48 Pacific
AFRICA }u Sea Bengol Ocea"g Education system profile: Literacy rate of the entire population
g1 A A_'s.e’!_ _UEQUATOR L L. is low, around 28%. Female literacy may be as low as 10%.
Indian : A~ . . .
Ocean v 1""“‘ Quallty of ll.fe: According to the Human Development Index,
| rmemcos A 2;'5;1\ Afghanistan is the 15th least developed country in the world. The
carnicond 1500 mi "‘.‘ AUSTRALIA average life expectancy was estimated in 2012 to be 49.72 years.
% worldatlas 1500 km '\4-—""%"‘;;\ /
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/v/ vet /o/ book -Alphabet is Pashto alphabet that comes from Arabic
d/ this, think /®/ cat -15% of the population of Afghanistan speaks Pashto as a first language.
/8/ thing, the /n/ up -Only used in elementary schools.
/au/ show -Subject-verb-object sentence order
/13/ here -Noun precedes adjective
Pashto /ua/ tourist -Possessors precedes the possessed item
/21/ coin/
/ea/ hair
/as/ mouth
/21/ coin/




ARGENTINA

NORTH

Capital: Buenos Aires

AMERICA | vt
' CARIBBEAN Ocean Continent: South America
North :
Pacific w S — Climate: Mostly temperate, but subtropical in the north and
Ocean  centra arid/sub-Antarctic in the south.
AMERICA
Oeemcem e - — -2 - - - - - - A FQUATOR _ . Language(s): Spanish, Italian, German, French, and English are
: spoken, due to European and U.S. influences. Quechua, Tehuelche, a
' SOUTH poken, d Europ d U.S. infl hua, Tehuelch
: AMERICA nd Guarani are indigenous languages.
: Form of government: Republic (Independence in 1816)
CAPRICORN | \\, J
' | / - Popular religion: Roman Catholic
: ! | -
South . n Conflict: None recently.
Pacific . Argentina y
Ocean .
‘ ', ). Ai;’"‘:" Education system profile: Girls in Argentina go to school for an av
4 O:o':mc erage of 17 years; boys go for an average of 15 years. School year
1000 m VL runs March to November. Grades are given on a 0 to 10 scale, with
K000 km : 10 being the highest and 4 being a passing grade.
. b & worldatlas & & §APASSIIES
9
Quality of life: Generally high. Population is mostly highly educated.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/3d/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems

Spanish

-Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’
instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in
English)

-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’

- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning
English




BANGLADESH Capital: Dhaka

Continent: Asia
Climate: Tropical
Language(s): The official state language is Bengali.

Form of government: Bangladesh is a parliamentary democracy, with
an elected parliament called the Jatiyo Sangshad.

Conflict: Political unrest and poverty.

Popular religion: The main religion in Bangladesh is Islam (89.7%),
but a significant percentage of the population adheres to Hinduism
(9.2%).

Education system profile: Education is mainly offered in Bengali, but
English is also commonly taught and used. Article 17 of the Bangladesh
Constitution provides that all children between the ages of six and ten
years receive a basic education free of charge.

Quality of life: Malnutrition has been a persistent problem for the pov
erty-stricken country. 26% of the population are undernourished and
46% of the children suffers from moderate to severe underweight

problem.
Language Difficult Consonants | Difficult vowels When Other features of note when learning English:
When Learning Learning English
English
/n/ sing /a/ about, supply -Sentence order Subject, Object, Verb
/tJ/chair, nature /N up -No long vowels
/w/ water /3/ her - Many diphthongs possible (at least 25), including
/p/ pen /e/ met combinations of the vowel sound and its off-glide sound
/t/ ten /a/ saw (trailing vowel).
/k/ cat /o/ book -Stress comes on the first syllable of each word
/f/ fun -Seven vowels are nasalized
Bengali /v/ vet - Limited beginning consonant clusters
-Written words have a bar that combine all letters in a
word
-Finite verbs are not conjugated. Non-finite verbs are
conjugated
- /e/ and /=/ have very little difference
- One word generally has one meaning
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BOLIVIA

Capital: La Paz

Continent: South America

NORTH North
AMERICA = . o . : . .
CARIBSEAN Atlantic Climate: Varies with altitude: from humid and tropical to semi-arid and
Ocean cold.
At Caribbean S
Pacific : - _ -
Ocean CENTRAL Language(s): Spanish, Quechua, and Aymara are official languages.
AMERICA Quechua, Aymara, and Guarani are indigenous languages.
O mmmmmm e P A EQUATOR __
i SOUTH Form of government: Plurinational State (Independence in 1825)
: AMERI P 1 ligion: R Catholi
. . opular religion: Roman Catholic
~ Polivia
25°5’s | YROPIC OF T . Conflict: President Morales has implemented a number of changes,
CAPRICORN ) ) . :
: including a new constitution. Each new change often result in mass
: ;:; protests by either the indigenous populations or the major gas
: companies.
South |
Pacific South Education system profile: School year is February to November, with
Ocean | Atlantic winter vacation in July. Grades are on a 0-100 scales, with failing grades
000m | Ocean below 51. About 20% of population has received no formal education.
mm : - - . .
' @ worldatlas Quality of life: Least developed country in South America. Over two-
odw - thirds live in poverty. Literacy rate: 75%.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/38/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in
English)

-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’

- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning
English




Capital: Brasilia

Continent: South America

Climate: Mostly tropical or semitropical with temperate
zone in the south.

Language(s): Portuguese, Spanish, English, French

Form of government: Federal Republic (Independence in
1822)

Popular religion: Roman Catholic

Conflict: There has been a huge growth in urban
populations, causing serious social, security, environmental,
and political problems for major cities. Current presidenta h
uge advocate of human rights, social inclusion, gender
equality, and transparent government.

Education system profile: Girls and boys go to school for a
n average of 14 years. Mostly lectures.

Quality of life: Literacy rate of 90.3%. Low unemployment.

Difficult Consonants Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning
Language When Learning English When Learning English:

English

/8/ this, think /o/ book -All sounds are written making spelling

/6/ thing, the /a&/ cat in English challenging

/tJ/chair, nature /N up -Adjectives follow nouns

/t/ tin /1/ ship -‘Do’ does not exist

/r/ ready /o/ not -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and

/w/ water /a/ about, supply person and number of the subject

/d3/ wage, judge /13/ here -Negatives formed by putting ‘no’
/av6/ show before the verb (e.g. He no would like
Jua/ tourist it.)

-Adverbs can separate a verb from its
object (e.g. | like very much my
teacher.)

-Why and because are the same word
-The word obrigado, thank you in
English, can mean a polite refusal

Portuguese
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BURUNDI

Capital: Bujumbura

Continent: Africa

Climate: Tropical

Language(s): Kirundi French and Kirundi Swahili.

Form of government: Republic

Popular religion: Christian, Muslim, localized Indigenous Religions
Conflict: Genocide, Civil War, Political unrest occurred throughout the
region, in part, because of social differences between the Tutsi and Hutu,

provoking civil war in Burundi throughout the middle twentieth century.

Education system profile: Kirundi, French, and Swahili are spoken t
hroughout Burundi. Burundi's literacy rate is low, due to low school at

SW”! ‘ Yictoria Indian tendance. Ten percent of Burundian boys are allowed a secondary
Admg Ei Ocean education.
1
23ss b ) 5 _____TROPICOF Quality of life: Lowest per capita gross income in the world. Burundi is
: one of the five poorest countries in the world. Burundi has a low gross
H 1000 mi domestic product largely due to civil wars, corruption, poor access to
©GraphicMaps.com 0 1000 km education, and the effects of HIV/AIDS.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/8/ this, think /\/ ship -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/6/ thing, the /N up -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/n/ sing /2:/ door - Adjectives follow nouns
/d3/ wage, judge | /e/ cat -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/tJ/chair, nature /o/ book -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
French /r/ right /au/ show -Ends of verbs indicates the tense and person and number of the subject
/h/ hot /13/ here -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes problems
Jua/ tourist -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’ instead of
/21/ coin/ ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in French, instead of I am hungry in English)
/ea/ hair
/ai/ like
/as/ mouth

Southern Connecticut State University, TAT Program, Award #: T195N070310




CHINA

Capital: Beijing (Peking)

Continent: Asia
Climate: Varied

Language(s): The most spoken varieties are Mandarin (spoken by
over 70% of the population), Wu (includes Shanghainese), Yue (i
ncludes Cantonese and Taishanese), Min (includes Hokkien and
Teochew), Xiang, Gan, and Hakka.

Form of government: Nominally Marxist-Leninist single-party state

Popular religion: Buddhism remains the most popular religion in
China since its introduction in the 1st century.

Conflict: Political, economic, and religious persecution.

Education system profile: Free compulsory education in China
consists of elementary school and middle school, which lasts for 9
years (ages 6-15); almost all children in urban areas continue with
three years of high school.

Quality of life: As of 2012, China's national average life expectancy
at birth is 74.8 years, and its infant mortality rate is 15.6 per
thousand births. China's large population and densely populated
cities have led to serious disease outbreaks in recent years, such as
the 2003 outbreak of SARS, although this has since been largely
contained.

Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/8/ this, think /a&/ cat -Tonal language
/6/ thing, the /o/ not -Adjectives follow nouns
/1/ light /u:/ fool -No prefixes or suffixes
/r/ right /N up -Context is crucial to meaning
/b/ bill -Symbols represent words- can cause issues with visual decoding
/v/ voice -Verbs are not conjugated
/h/ hot -No consonant blends
Chinese /d/ data -Most words do not end in consonants
/z/ rise - /r/ and /I/ are interchangeable
/J/ push
/tJ/chair, nature
/n/ sing
/n/ spoon
/d3/ wage, judge
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COLOMBIA

Capital: Bogota

Continent: South America

NORTH ! North
AMERICA | Atlantic Climate: Tropical on coast and eastern grasslands, cooler in
CARIBBEAN Ocean highlands.
North
Caribbean Sea
F&clﬂc . » = Language(s): Spanish
ean | Colombia
AMERICA L o i )
: EQUATOR Form of government: Constitutional Republic (Independence in
B R = o ------- Can 1810)
|
|
: SOUTH . .
i Popular religion: Catholic
: AMERICA
- Conflict: Ongoing conflict between government and leftist military
|
2958 - - - - - :cmwc; C paatedd? group the FARC with violence on both sides.
|
]
E ® Education system profile: Free and compulsory for first 5 years.
South | Primary basic: 1st - 5t grade/6-10 years old. Secondary basic: 6th -
P::Iflc I 9th grade. Middle vocational: 10t and 11t grades. May be from
Ocean | Air:nt:'lc February to November or from August to June.
|
000m | Ocean . . ] ] ]
Lt Quality of life: Literacy rate: 93%. Around 37% of Colombians live
1000 km 4 idatl below the poverty line, and the country continues to face large
] )
odw @ income disparities and inadequate social services.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/38/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in
English)

-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’

- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning
English




DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

of the CONGO

Capital: Kinshasa

Continent: Africa
Climate: Tropical

Language(s): French is the official language. There are an estimated

v total of 242 languages spoken in the country. Out of these, only four have
E the status of national languages: Kikongo (Kituba), Lingala, Tshiluba and
23N | Swahili.
: Form of government: Presidential Republic
.~ AFRICA g
' Popular religion: Christianity (96%), Animism 0.7%
O wheaol o Ll loke | EQUATOR g o
S Conflict: Despite the signing of peace accords in 2003, fighting continues
’ Indian in the east of the country. In eastern Congo, the prevalence of rape and
Atlantic : Ocean other sexual violence is described as the worst in the world.
i pagcnanc
29'ss ! the TROPIC OF Education system profile: As a result of the 6-year civil war, over 5.2
"""""" :' Y Cg"u’dé " CAPRICORN million children in the country receive no education.
' 1000 mi
© GraphicMags.com 3 . llbln Quality of life: Congo has the world's second-highest rate of infant
mortality (after Chad).
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/8/ this, think /\/ ship -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/6/ thing, the /N up -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/n/ sing /2:/ door - Adjectives follow nouns
/dz/ wage, judge [/ cat -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/t[/chair, nature /o/ book -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
French /r/ right /au/ show -Ends of verbs indicates the tense and person and number of the subject
/h/ hot /13/ here -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes problems
/ua/ tourist -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’
/21/ coin/ instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in French, instead of | am hungry in
/ea/ hair English)
/ai/ like
/as/ mouth




DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Capital: Santo Domingo

Continent: Caribbean

- o Climate: Tropical
A & worldatlas SV P
Gulf of g SN - homes ) Language(s): Spanish
Mexico ~Miami | Peatc
2/ * Behamas  Atlantic D O )
o Ocean - - ‘ Form of government: Representative Democracy
4 (Independence in 1844)
sy - Souchern ©GrphicMagr.com
N g .?:‘?é’ég"mfﬁ“ CARIBBEAN Popular religion: Roman Catholic
Haiti =
S SR Snjan ot
Jomaics inecion T et Conflict: None recently.
Sy :
re— Caribbean Sea Dominica Education system profile: Primary education is officially
Controt -'s' e free and compulsory for children between the ages of 5 and
America : s :‘ﬁ_  —Sarbedes 14, although those who live in isolated areas have limited
Hanas 400 km - Cremada access to schooling. Primary schooling is followed by a 2-
o pmo y , T P _ T year intermediate school and a 4-year secondary course,
Paciﬁ’:" N %2 ] s e - Toep b ntic after which a diploma called the bachillerato (high school
Ocean =P " Colombia \ SOUTH AMERIGA Ocean diploma) is awarded.
Quality of life: Literacy rate: 84.7%. 40% live in poorer rural
areas.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/38/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

English)

English

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in

-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’

- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning




ECUADOR

Capital: Quito

NORTH,
AMERICA | P
i CARIBBEAN Atlantic Continent: South America
. Ocean
North :

Pacific f Caribbean Sea Climate: Varied: Mild year-round in the mountain valleys,
Ocean : hot and humid in coastal and Amazonian jungle lowlands.
CENTRAL g

ANETIcA ‘Ecuador
i m o e L. -&: - e - - - - S Language(s): Spanish. Quichua and Shuar are official
: languages of intercultural communication.
i SOUTH
| AMERICA Form of government: Republic (Independence in 1822
8 p p
1Y o 1 R ‘IAB’QR'!.'C%:!‘N ---------- Popular religion: Roman Catholic
: «:» Conflict: None recently.
:
South Education system profile: Compulsory for ages 5-18.
;‘:‘ﬂc ' South Based on a 40 point system with 40 as the highest.
ean | Atlantic
1000m Ocean Quality of life: Literacy rate: 84.2%. Highly stratified society.
1000 km :
o0'w -
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/38/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in

English)
-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners

produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’
- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning

English




Capital: Cairo
Climate: Varied.

Language(s): The official language is Modern Standard Arabic.

The spoken languages are: Egyptian Arabic (68%), Sa'idi Arabic
(29%), Eastern Egyptian Bedawi Arabic (1.6%), Sudanese Arabic

(0.6%), Domari (0.3%), Nobiin (0.3%), Beja (0.1%), Siwi and
others.

1
: Form of government: Republic
1
1
ks Popular religion: Predominantly Sunni Muslim. Islam is the state
; religion.
1
:l Conflict: Human Rights Violations (On 25 January 2011,
] widespread protests began against Mubarak's government. The
goonee w': E el i _.__..__EQUATOR o objective of the protest was the removal of Mubarak from power.)
South ? Vé{’:ga I Education system profile: Although significant progress has
Atlantic : Ooea"dmn' been made to increase human capital base through improved
Ocean ai education system, still the quality of education experience is low a
y nd unequally distributed.
29'ss E S, ... _TRoPicOF
g 1000 mi Quality of life: Living standards in Egypt are low by international
©Craphich a T 1000 km standards, and have declined consistently since 1990. Islam is
practiced by the majority of Egyptians and governs their
personal, political, economic and legal lives.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/p/ pen /e/ met -Text is read from right to left
/g/ go /N up -No capital letters
/t[/chair, nature /o/ not -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/v/ voice /2:/ door -Most students in the Arab world start learning English in fourth grade
/n/ sing /3:/ her -No short vowels
/3/ measure /a/ about, supply -Consonant clusters are not common and can cause pronunciation
Arabic /r/ ready /ea/ hair and writing errors (e.g. split becomes spilit)
/ai/ like -No to be form in the present tense can cause errors (e.g. | flying to
/ua/ tourist Egypt. or Where he going?)
/21/ coin/ -Adjectives follow the nouns
/13/ here
/au/ show
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ERITREA

Capital: Asmara

Continent: Africa

Climate: Varied.

Language(s): Many languages are spoken in Eritrea today. There is no
official language, as the Constitution establishes the "equality of all
Eritrean languages, but Tigrinya and Arabic are the two predominant
languages for official purposes.

Form of government: Single Party Presidential Republic

Popular religion: Christianity and Islam

Conflict: In 1998 a border dispute with Ethiopia led to the two year long
Eritrean-Ethiopian War.

Education system profile: Student-teacher ratios are high: 45 to 1 at the
elementary level and 54 to 1 at the secondary level. Learning hours at
school are often less than six hours per day. llliteracy estimates for Eritrera

range from around 40% to as high as 70%.

Quality of life: Several human rights violations are committed by the
government or on behalf of the government.

Language Difficult Consonants | Difficult vowels When Other features of note when learning English:
When Learning Learning English
English
/8/ this, think /A up -Nouns are masculine or feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply -Making nouns plural is not necessary when the context
/v/ vet /1/ ship suggests plurality
/a&/ cat -Noun suffixes show possession
/o/ book -Suffixes show verb tense
/o/ not -Negatives are expressed through a prefix
/ea/ hair -Gerunds are used to denote past tense at times
Tigrinya /ai/ like -Written in Ge’ez script where each symbol represents a
/ua/ tourist consonant+vowel
/21/ coin/
/13/ here
/au/ show
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GUINEA

Capital: Conakry

Continent: Africa

Climate: Tropical

Language(s): French is the official language of Guinea, and is the main
language of communication in schools, government administration, the
media, and the country's security forces. More than twenty-four
indigenous languages are also spoken, of which the most common are
Fula, Susu and Mandinka.

Form of government: Presidential Republic

Popular religion: Predominantly Islamic (85%)

Conflict: Political unrest / violence.

it l:l Education system profile: The literacy rate of Guinea is one of the
Ocean E: lowest in the world: in 2003 it was estimated that only 29.5% of adults
29ss _:_ 5 roeicor were literate (42.6% of males and 18.1% of females). Primary educa
z tion is compulsory for 8 years, but most children do not attend for so long,
' 1000 mi and many do not go to school at all. Children, particularly girls, are kept
©Gnpctapscon 0 1000 km out of school in order to assist their parents with domestic work.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/8/ this, think /\/ ship -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/6/ thing, the /N up -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/n/ sing /2:/ door - Adjectives follow nouns
/d3/ wage, judge | /e/ cat -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/tJ/chair, nature /o/ book -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
French /r/ right /au/ show -Ends of verbs indicates the tense and person and number of the subject
/h/ hot /13/ here -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes problems
Ju9a/ tourist -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’ instead
/21/ coin/ of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in French, instead of | am hungry in English)
/ea/ hair
/ai/ like
/as/ mouth
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IRAQ

Capital: Baghdad

Continent: Asia

Arctic Ocean ©Grphicttapscom
. Climate: Varied
j/,.y- 24 '-_',‘7"'-"'- B A - NeLE e 68’30'N Language(s): Arabic is the majority language. Kurdish is spoken by
approximately 20% of the population. South Azeri (called Turkmen
ASIA locally) by 5-10% and Assyrian Neo-Aramaic by 3-5%.
e arol Form of government: Federal parliamentary republic
! v Seo
T ¢ Conflict: War: considerable violence remains between various political
MIDDLE » and sectarian factions in Iraq.
AST | .
Lvroecor ) ([ Poge. S T Jy 275N . . . . . .
CANC“;“/ Iraq ) Popular religion: Iraq is a Muslim country, with a mixed Shi’a and
Sea " Arobian %‘;’ Pac:ﬁc Sunnis population. Most sources estimate that around 65% of the
AFRICA \a, :'" — Ocea"g population in Iraq is Shi'a and around 35% of the population is Sunni.
G- mmm o Aden __Tequator h' 1 i 8
Indian '§ Education system profile: Education has suffered as a result of war,
Ocean A sanctions, and instability.
L mopicoF . e 2P58
vipgee I500mi °  AUSTRALIA Quality of life: Some one million people remain displaced throughout
@ worldatias 1500 km "\ | the country, of which hundreds of thousands live in dire conditions. Most
- ' are unable to return to their areas of origin because of the volatile
security situation, the destruction of their homes, or lack of access to
services.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other language features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/p/ pen /e/ met -Text is read from right to left
/g/ go /A up -No capital letters
/t[/chair, nature /o/ not -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/v/ voice />:/ door -Most students in the Arab world start learning English in fourth grade
/n/ sing /3:/ her -No short vowels
/3/ measure /a/ about, supply -Consonant clusters are not common and can cause pronunciation
Arabic /r/ ready /ea/ hair and writing errors (e.g. split becomes spilit)
/ai/ like -No to be form in the present tense can cause errors (e.g. | flying to
/ua/ tourist Egypt. or Where he going?)
/21/ coin/ -Adjectives follow the nouns
/13/ here
/av/ show




MEXICO

Capital: Mexico City

Continent: North America

9 xiali United States 400 mi Climate: Tropical to dessert
R g\\ J_g  Paso of America 400 km
E N Ciudad New o Language(s): Spanish and various indigenous languages.
g \\_\\ \\ QQ\ Juarez Grar?de . Stan. Houston Orleans; Mobile guage(s): Sp g guag
A @ Antonio
g : \‘ : Chihuahua X *Galveston Form of government: Federal Republic (Independence in
N o 2 1810)
Pacific ™ _ Gulfof *®
cean SBrownsville  Mexico - .
Matamoros Popular religion: Roman Catholic
| Caribbean
I— La Paz— ... TROPCOF caNceR | Se
Cabo San Lucas @ Conflict: Recently, increasing violence from drug cartels in
o~ q certain areas.
Rc‘;'s,a Education system profile: Compulsory for 11 years.
@ worldatlas . zuimel Quality of life: Literacy rate: 91.4%. Large urban concentra
» o %—H‘“’"“‘"M tion, underdeveloped southern states, crowded central plateau,
MEXICO. Sanﬁ\/cu 'ﬁ’N Cenferal industrialized urban areas on US-Mexico border.
LOW [ HILLS /| MOUNTAINS Cruz Tehuqmepec America

Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/d8/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/I/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in

English)
-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so

pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’
- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning

English




PUERTO RICO

Capital: San Juan

Continent: Caribbean

USA Idatlas
e @ R Climate: Tropical
Gulf of g JEN
' Poafic
e -~ S dhenes Atlantic Language(s): Spanish and English
—— Ocean )
-, ; ; Form of government: Unincorporated territory of the U.S.
- . - Southern ©GriphicMags.com
Y, Racba Dominican .
™ Mo S b CARIBBEAN Popular religion: Roman Catholic
Haiti San Juan
Kingston Y Puertd Rico / L Conflict: Independence movement, but no violent conflicts.
st kits /- Serbade
) and Nev) g
ot Caribbean Sea Dominica & Education system profile: Three levels—Primary (elementary
Cantral 400 mi o ——St. Lucia school grades 1-6), Secondary (intermediate and high school
"m ; and the— — Barbades grades 7-12), and Higher Level (undergraduate and graduate
: 400km > - Gronada studies). Compulsory between ages of 5-18.
Costa Panoma ‘( e e _Trh‘=d
CRiea Canal [ & Caracas . fobago
Pactfic, | puues 25\ A i E—— Atlantic Quality of life: Literacy rate: 94.1%. High unemployment, high
Ocean © colembl . SOUTH AMERIGA Ocean .. . . s .
cost of living, high debt levels, but also increase in literacy, life
expectancy, and medical services and decrease in infant mortality.
Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English
/38/ this, think /n/ up -Nouns are masculine and feminine
/8/ thing, the /a/ about, supply | -Negation uses two words (i.e. double negative)
/d3/ wage, judge /1/ ship - Adjectives follow nouns
/n/ sing /e/ met -All sounds are written making spelling in English challenging
/z/ rise /®/ cat -Days of the week, months, languages are not capitalized
/[/ push /2/ saw -Ends of verbs indicate the tense and person and number of the subject
/v/ voice -‘s’ on the third person singular present tense in English causes
/h/ hot problems
Spanish -Concepts like hunger, age, temperature are expressed with ‘have’

instead of ‘be’ (e.g. | have hunger in Spanish, instead of | am hungry in
English)

-Few consonant blends

-Consonant blends like ‘sp’ ‘st’ sk’ don’t exist without the initial ‘e,” so
pronunciation and writing in English for Spanish dominant learners
produces ‘esp’ ‘est’ or ‘esk’

- Possessive is formed without the ‘s. Instead it uses ‘of’

- /b/ and /v/ sound very similar and are often confused when learning
English




RWAN DA Capital: Kilgali

Continent: Africa
Climate: Varied

Language(s): The country's principal language is Kinyarwanda, which is
spoken by most Rwandans.

Form of government: Unitary parliamentary democracy
Popular religion: Christianity

Conflict: War, along with several political and economic upheavals,
exacerbated ethnic tensions, culminating in April 1994 in a state-
orchestrated genocide, in which Rwandans killed up to a million of their
fellow citizens, including approximately three-quarters of the Tutsi
population.

Education system profile: The education level, in Rwanda, remains low
despite implementation of the policies such as mandatory education for
primary school (6 years) and lower secondary schooling (3 years) that is
run by state schools.

Quality of life: Rwanda has a low gross domestic product largely due to
genocide, civil wars, corruption, poor access to education, and the
effects of HIV/AIDS.

Language Difficult Consonants Difficult vowels When Other language features of
When Learning English Learning English note when learning English:
/8/ this, think /a/ cat -Tonal language
/6/ thing, the /a/ about, supply -Verb tense is formed
/r/ ready /au/ show through infixes and person
/dz/ wage, judge /13/ here prefixes
/1/ let Joa/ tourist -No diphthongs
Kinyarwanda /h/ hot /a/ coir.l/ -Adjec':tivc.es follow the noun
/ea/ hair -Spelling is very close to the
/ai/ like pronunciation of words,
/au/ mouth which could cause a problem
with English spelling
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UGANDA

Capital: Kampala

Continent: Africa
Climate: Varied

Language(s): The official languages are English and Swahili, although
multiple other languages are spoken in the country. Uganda is
ethnologically diverse, with at least 40 languages in usage. Luganda is
the most common language.

Form of government: Presidential Republic
Popular religion: Christianity (84%)
Conflict: Armed conflict, ethnic violence.

Education system profile: Although some primary education is
compulsory under law, in many rural communities this is not observed

as many families feel they cannot afford costs such as uniforms and
equipment. Illiteracy is common in Uganda, particularly among
females.

Quality of life: Uganda is one of the poorest nations in the world, with
37.7% of the population living on less than $1.25 a day. Poverty
remains deep-rooted in the country’s rural areas, which are home to
more than 85% of Ugandans.

Language Difficult Difficult vowels Other features of note when learning English:
Consonants When Learning
When Learning English
English

/3/ measure /N up -Have many prefixes and suffixes

/i/ jump /a/ about, supply | -Almost all words end in a vowel

/r/ red /1/ ship -All open syllables

/1/ light /®/ cat -No diphthongs
/o/ book -/r/ and /I/ are often interchanged
/o/ not -Written in both Latin and Arabic alphabets

Swahili /ea/ hair -16 noun classes

/al/ like -Swalhili is the second language of 140 million people
Joa/ tourist
/21/ coin/
/13/ here
/au6/ show
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These country cards include the following information:
the country’s capital, climate, spoken language(s), form of government,
conflict, religion, education system, quality of life.

Each card also includes a contrastive analysis for the primary language
spoken in each country. We invite you to use these cards as resources in
getting to know your English learners’ native country,
culture and language.

Resources:
www.lonweb.org

www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

www.omniglot.com

www.mandinka.org
www.djembefola.com

www africanlanguages.com
http://people.uncw.edu/martinezm/Handbook/html/barriers.htm
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